Westward Expansion
The Central Pacific Railroad
Provides a Photographic History Museum with images of the American railroad annotated with text and hyperlinks to related topics such as the Chinese laborers laying the track. At "Enter the Museum," there are special exhibits of railroad maps, engravings from Harper's Weekly, Currier & Ives prints, historic papers, and links to history, railroad, and photography sites. (Central Pacific Railroad Organization, Newtown, PA)
Trails to Utah and the Pacific
Examines the diaries of pioneers trekking westward between 1847 and 1869. In addition to diaries, the collection includes maps, photographs, and illustrations, along with period guides for immigrants. (Library of Congress, Washington, DC)
An Outline of American History: Westward Expansion and Regional Differences
Covers westward expansion and regional differences, literature and the frontier, Jackson's presidency, and the new vigor of culture and industry. The essays include hyperlinks to added information on key people, events and topics. (University of Groningen, the Netherlands)
New Perspectives on the West
This site is designed to accompany the eight-part PBS documentary The West. It features brief overviews of each episode in addition to special sections on "Events" with an annotated timeline, "Places" with a map of the western states, "People" with an index of key figures in westward expansion, "Archives" with an index of historical pictures and documents, and "Links" with a listing of related Internet sites. (Public Broadcasting System/WETA, Arlington, VA)
The Avalon Project: 19th Century Documents
Features a large selection of 19th century primary source documents including S.F. Austin's address in Louisville, Kentucky, 1836; the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 1848; the Kansas-Nebraska Act, 1854; Native American treaties with the United States; documents on Texas from independence to annexation; a treaty with the Apache, 1852; and the treaty regarding the westward limits of the Rocky Mountains. (Yale University Law School, New Haven, CT)
Lewis and Clark: The Journey of the Corps of Discovery
Provides documents and information to accompany the Ken Burns documentary series on the Lewis and Clark Expedition. It includes historical background on Lewis and Clark and the Native American civilization that they encountered, a section providing the commentary of expert historians, and some classroom resources. (Public Broadcasting System/WETA, Arlington, VA)
The U.S.-Mexican War
Chronicles the conflict through maps, documents, images, and a detailed history. An 1846-1848 chronology as well as links to other Mexican War resources are provided. (Descendents of Mexican War Veterans, Richardson, TX)
The Oregon Trail
Provides an introduction, "All About the Oregon Trail," and information about the pioneer explorers, preparation for the long journey, the route, the hardships, and encounters with Native Americans. The "Fantastic Facts" section contains anecdotes about the Oregon Trail and the "Historic Sites" section gives information on landmarks along the Trail. The site also serves as a supplement to the Oregon Trail CD-ROM game. (Idaho State University, Pocatello, ID)
The Homestead Act
Examines the history and legacy of the Homestead Act of 1862 with photographs and historical information. The site includes discussion of the act itself and profiles of the families that used the legislation to carve homes out of the wilderness from 1863 to 1974. (The Homestead National Monument of America, National Park Service, Beatrice, NE)
The Gold Rush
Chronicles the history of the 1849 gold discovery in California and its subsequent effect on the nation. Site includes details on the gold camps, travel to California, mining techniques, and the effects of the gold rush on Native Americans. (Public Broadcasting Service, Alexandria, VA)
Political and Social Issues
A Brief Biography of Andrew Jackson
Offers a collection of essays on the life of Andrew Jackson including his experience as a congressman for Tennessee, the road to the Presidency, turmoil in the Jackson Cabinet, Henry Clay and the "Bank Wars," the 1832 election, and Jacksonian foreign relations. (University of Groningen, the Netherlands)
The Underground Railroad
Provides an interactive trip through the underground railroad. Along the way users meet historical characters and learn about the motivation, route, and experience of slaves escaping north. The site includes a map of escape routes, a slavery timeline, biographies of key abolition figures, and ideas for classroom use tailored to specific grade levels. (National Geographic, Washington, DC)
Africans in America
Provides text and resources to accompany the four-part documentary series on Africans in America. Refer to Part 4 "Judgment Day (1831-1865)." The "Narrative" gives an orientation to the history and historical resources of the time period, "Resource Bank" features a collection of annotated images and documents, and "Teacher's Guide" offers advice on using the web site and TV documentary in U.S. History classes. (The American Experience, PBS/WGBH, Boston, MA)
The Alexis de Tocqueville Tour: Exploring Democracy in America
Celebrates the insights offered in Alexis de Tocqueville's book Democracy in America written after his nine-month tour of the United States in 1831. The site provides biographical information about de Tocqueville, details about his tour of America, modern references to his writings, famous passages from Democracy in America, journal entries from de Tocqueville's trip, and lesson plans for teachers and students interested in the legacy of de Tocqueville. (C-SPAN, Washington, DC)
Slavery in New York
Examines the history of slavery in New York City from the 1627 arrival of slaves in New Amsterdam through the state's abolition of slavery in 1827. For much of the 1700s New York City's slave population was second only to Charleston, South Carolina. Based on an exhibit by the New-York Historical Society, the site includes extensive classroom resources in addition to photos, primary source documents, narratives, and profiles of key individuals.(New-York Historical Society, New York City, NY)
Gateway Sites
Internet Modern History Sourcebook: Early American Expansion and Manifest Destiny
Provides links to primary source documents at this site and throughout the Internet on Early America. "Expansion and Manifest Destiny" includes documents such as the Texas Declaration of Independence, 1836; John O'Sullivan's On Manifest Destiny, 1839; the Kansas-Nebraska Act, 1854; Frederick Jackson Turner's Significance of the Frontier in American History, 1893; Letters of a Woman Homesteader. (Fordham University, New York, NY)
The American West: A Celebration of the Human Spirit
Provides extensive links to western topics including cowboys, outlaws, emigration, Native Americans, archeology, and places. (The American West.com, Apple Valley, CA)
Historical Census Browser
Provides a searchable database of historical data for the United States, and individual states and counties from 1790 to 1960. In addition to basic counts of population and housing units, each decade contains information on race, gender, and some measure of household size and composition. Beginning with 1840, some economic characteristics such as education and occupation are included. Later decades have many variables, including ancestry, literacy, and income variables. (University of Virginia Geospatial and Statistical Data Center, Charlottesville, VA)
